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Review Staff: 75- 3460/10 -
26 November 1975 -

Mr. A. Searle Field

Staff Director .

Select Committee on Inte111gence
House of Representatives '
Washington, D.C. 20515 ~

I

~ Attention: Mr. Rushford

- Dear Mr. Field:

';Attached hereto are more than half of the documents

_requested by Mr. Rushford which relate to BACKFIRE. The

documents have been sanitized to remove material not deal-:

-ing with BACKFIRE, and to remove technical information-

not related to the supstance of the reports.  The re-
malnlng documents w111 be cleared for passage on Frlday.

Slncerely,
25X1A

Review Staff:

F>Attachmenti

As stated
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’ USSR:  ¥uarther Thoughls on the Backiir

There 1s wounting evidence that the newest Soviet
bomber, thoe Packfire, way he a major modification of
an older, intormoediate-ran bombar--—-the NU-22 Blinder——
and not a new design. L so, this suggests thal the
Rackfirve is meant to replace © inder, and con—
scguenily would be used toxr missiony on tho.pverivher
of the USSR rathsr than for intorconlbinental missions.

PNy

A detailed photographic cVupa.iscn of the Backfire
prototype and the Blinder shows a narked physical con—
gruily hetween the sirframe sections of the two aix-
crafit, suggesting thalt the Backfire--at least the pro-
totype, Rack{ire h--—-is a highly-medificd TU-22 rxratherxr
than a new design.

Theve have been many indications since the late
1960s that the Soviets have baeen extrenmely dissatisfiod
with theo performance charvactoristics of the TU~-22.
Consoguantly ' ‘hey
undertook a wajor modification ol the aircraft. ‘The
resullt was a highly-nodified Blinder—-designated the

p)

SpJ-- 2 2M--distinguished by, asmong othenr things, vaviable-
BWEED wings. This nodificd Blinder enterad production

in 1967, the vear the Backfire fixsl appeaved. Further
strengthening the association off the WU~ ?..and the _
Bacxfirﬁ, . . fAn - S
dicated that a TU-22M was at Ramenskoye Flight Test S
Center near Moscow at the time the Backfire was under-
going £light testing there. '
.
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[pT———

L . & v, : . N . .
heoording bo ., in 1569 while ,

discussing the shortcomings of the Blindex, : -

\ seld that a new

5
.

omber was under dovelopmeni, bul that it wouid be two
to thx voars boicre ”ldrgc scale production began.
1loso dnplied thalt the new aircraft was not an
i ental borber. That time frame compares
frem a ; Soviet i
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o ‘who said that
be delivered to operational

. |
CIA-RDP‘SQBOMROOMO3000‘_I-2 :

the TU--22M was expechted tn

(W38
unilts in 1971.

Two to threc yeoars is. an exiremely short pariod
of lime for a Soviet aircraf: 4o complcete develoepment
and £light testing, recach series pProducltion, and be

delivered to operational uns

mental period, the Soviets
Blinder components rather t
turing completely new jcompo
the physical siwilari}y of

I
1
{

¥

1
I
nay have used avail

ts. To shorten the develop-
able ©U-22
an designing and manufac-

£s5, which would explain
ot

dacziire rand the WU~-22.

SN
The use of existing TU-22 components to the
extent possible in the Dackfire nmost likely would
result in a higher weight for the aircraft than was

previously estimated. ‘this

would in tourn result in

some decrease-~how much has nob yet booen debermined-—-—
in the estimaltad range of the Beckfire.

The operational vers:
Backfire B-—-incorporates
ovexr the prototype. The

nment on, and possibly a repl ;
wvonld seem that the Deackfirve T
forms as the Blinder was intended Lo bub never diad,

this aircraft--

Lself apparently an i
acenent” For, the 97U-22.
is the aircraft thet P

Y

The new inforication tends to. confirn that {the

Backfire is best suited For,
tended to be used for, periphera

and is most likely in-
L bomwbing nissions.

The pattern of Backfire deliverics to operational. units

thus faxr supporks ithis contention.

Backfire has been

assigned to intermediate-range bomber units of Long

Range and Naval Aviation.

IF the Backf

i
- product of the Blinder design
L.
A

on which previous estimates
vere based--particularly b
new, optinized design--may
areas that may nead Lo be
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re B is, in factk, aan evoluticnary

some 0f the assumptions
sackfire performance
idea that Backfire is a
faulty. Sowe of the
exanined are fuel con--

sunpltion and capacity, aercdynanic povformanca, and

w2 Regegr Dliicary O

viewss of anzlyuis in the Gifice of -

anaiyat named [ofloydng oaeh e,

tenaein, £

wliate
)

s diractad o the

[ e S N e

Appr+ed For Release 2004/11/0

Yep Snerpt

-RDP89B00552R006400030001-2

25X1



1

¥
5

Ly, e Approved Kgp Releaggs2004/11/04 : CIA-RDP89B0&§S2R0004#0030001-2.

aircraft weight. A change in any of these could result
in a change in the performance of the Backfixe. A '

detailed analysis of Mackfire perxformance is currently
being undertaken. {(T0P SECRET ' X
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11 December 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: Miss Emily Sheketoff
House Select Committee on Intelligence

SUBJECT : Material on "Hold" Items

’

1. As agreed at our meetmg earher today, I am trans—'
mitting the following documents _

2. A general sta’cement, "The Nature of
Hold Items" , . , :

b.. The "Matrix"

(2 A companion piece to the "Matrix"
which spelils out in somewhat more .detail the
inforr—zon con’calned in the ma’crm

The dlstrlbutmn list for the SALT
Momtorlng Reports

P

2. I have checked in red the iteins iisted in the matrix

which have already been forwarded to the House Select Committee.

3. You will nbte referehces in the mati‘ix to two USIB )

SALT Steering Group reports: one dated 8 November 1972, and

the other dated 7 August 1974. The distribution list of the
8 November 1972 report Was as follows: . s

e ﬁ‘é) 7T TAL
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